Hotel lobbies

Whether it is the grandest hotel or a property for those on a
budget, the impact of the lobby is paramount in setting guests
up for what lies ahead during their stay. Janet Harmer takes a
look at the latest lobby designs, which are all about providing
the friendliest welcome, a social hub, versatility and fun
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The Goring
The creativity industries of the surrounding locality are London SW1

reflected in the lobby of the 258-bedroom Ace hotel London
Shoreditch, bunched in 2013, Created by Universal Design

Studio, the space features a series of room-like 2ones, divided s ‘m::m‘

by the arangement of furniture and hull-height Crittal glass e <

and steel screens. Organi and locally sourced-materiais 69-bedvoum Goring hotel, s the word St Gops
featured hroughout inciude a cork ceding ftted with @ S and e again whon uasts camunant
copper ight fxtures, timber parquet flooring, and a 16-seat -t - fow by, Whimsicad
communal table made of cast iron, cak and copper. With the

rotating exhibitions from local artists) and a different DJ every ¥ e “The £l

night of the week, this Is a space designed for casy, on-going pred by Segn. “The s te
sockal interaction. bt et an vestment we ave ever spert.”

says Morgan Mewitt. “There are 50 many mew
Getone hoteds In London, we needed an dentity,
and e s & The lobby now matches up to
e sumptucusness of the rest of the hotel.”

Z Shoreditch
; London ECY

I The 111:bedroom Z Shoreditch Is
1 the latest property 1 open within
the group of six boutiue, budget
Potels. Uke ol its predecessors,

the Shoreditch hotel has a lobby
space that offers complmentary
cheese and wine 1o ol guests,

every evening betwoen Spm and
Bpm ~ something that Bev King,
the founder of Z Hotets, says s one
of the best things he has ever done.
“Out of the 10,000 or 50 reviews
that have boen posted about the
hotel on sockl media sites, around
85% positively mention the cheese
and wine,” he says. “It is not often
that guests in a city centre hotel
will speak to one another, but with
the offer of something to eat and
drink and a communal table in the
AR L contre, you will often find everyone

A chatting to one another.”
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London Marriot hotel Park Lane
London W1

The new-dook lobby at the 157-bedroom London Marriott Hotel
Park Lane s part of 2 wider £20m refurbishment of the entire
property. While intended to soll be Lonrious, the design by
RPW Design - featuring artwork curated by Peter Millard - is
fresher and more nformal than the heavier, tradtional-looking
lobty of okd. A mew central stairway leads to reception, where
o Check-in desis with seats provide the delivery of a more
personal service. Nicolas Kipper, general manager of the hotel,




